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THEATRE WITHOUT BORDERS

Education through theater - featuring deaf, blind and deaf-blind actors.

Theatre without Borders is a unique international
initiative designed to educate audiences via theater
performances that feature deaf, blind and deaf-blind
actors. Applying the original methods developed by
the Israeli 'Na Laga’at Theater’, the project also aims
to provide deaf, blind and deaf-blind people with an
unprecedented opportunity for an active social life
and inclusion in the performing arts.

Rationale: Deaf, blind and deaf-blind individuals
are often denied the opportunity for self-fulfillment
as a result of social stigmas and physical limitations.
Inviting them to perform on stage and participate in
artistic and cultural activities, the 'Na Laga’at Theater’
essentially changes their lives and fills it with new
meaning. As they become more active, both socially
and professionally, these special people also contribute
significantly to the communities in which they live.

Partners: Several theater-related NGOs from
different countries have joined forces under the
banner of Theatre without Borders. These include:

'Na Laga’at Theater’ from Israel, the Swedish
'Riksteatern’ and its "T'yst Theater’ (Theater of Silence),
the experimental German theater group 'LOKSTOFE?,
the contemporary dance and dance theater ensemble
'ECHODRAMA'’ from Greece and the 'Polish Institute
of Tolerance’.

Goal: Theatre without Borders aims to train educators
from the partner organizations in the methods of 'Na
Laga’at’ - through a series of workshops conducted
in both Tel Aviv and Lodz and led by 'Na Laga’at’
moderators and deaf and/or blind individuals
from both cities. Mastering these groundbreaking
techniques, participants will then take them home
and implement them in their own countries and
communities. Participating educators, hailing from
Sweden, Greece and Germany, will also present their
own approaches, thereby enriching the Israeli theater’s
methodology with elements such as dance, dance
theater and street performances.
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NA LAGA'AT CENTER, ISRAEL
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The Nalaga’at Center ("Please Touch” in Hebrew) is
avibrant, one-of-a-kind cultural center and a leading,
groundbreaking model for the inclusion of people
with disabilities in our society.

Since its establishment in 2007, the Center has been
home to Nalaga’at Theater - the only theater in the
world whose actors are Deaf, blind and deaf-blind
individuals; BlackOut Restaurant - Israel’s only dark
restaurant, offering full gourmet meals in complete
darkness, served by waiters who are either blind
or vision impaired; Kapish Events, where guests
communicate in sign language with waiters who are
either Deaf or hearing impaired; and the workshop
center, offering a range of workshops in either
darkness or full light, led by Deaf, blind and deaf-
blind instructors.

The Nalaga’at Center is a nonprofit organization,
channeling all its resources toward preserving its
uniqueness as a cultural center, enhancing its social
message, and serving as a leading place of employment
for Deaf, blind, and deaf-blind individuals.

Since its inception, the Center has welcomed more
than a million visitors.

Thanks to its unique activities, the Center has won
a range of prestigious cultural and social awards,
including the Genesis Prize, courtesy of violinist Itzhak
Perlman, and an award for generating social impact
from the global Fair Saturday Movement.



RIKSTEATERN'S TYST TEATER, SWEDEN
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Tyst Teater is a theatre that performs in Swedish
Sign Language. Established in 1970, and part of
Riksteatern (Sweden'’s 'National Touring Theater’)
since 1977.

Tyst Teater’s outstanding productions, staged both
nationally and internationally, are written and
performed by artists who are either deaf or members
of the sign-language community.

Tyst Teater pushes the boundaries of theatre as we
know it, challenging our understanding of what the
performing arts are all about. Its repertoire, consisting
of both newly written and classical plays, aims to
inspire, impact and move audiences within a shared
space of reflection and inspiration. Ultimately, the
Theatre seeks to change expectations and challenge
widespread social norms under the motto: "Today we
shape the culture and performing arts of tomorrow’.



LOKSTOFF!, GERMANY
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LOKSTOFF! is a socially engaged experimental
theater group based in Stuttgart, Germany. Performing
within the public sphere, LOKSTOFF! aims to shine
alight on challenges in today’s urban society such as
the growing alienation between residents of the city.
In its effort to protect the public arena, the group
invites people to reflect on political, cultural and
urban challenges.

LOKSTOFF! performs in public places throughout the
city, believing that architecture and infrastructure
bring people together and constitute a big part of

daily urban life. Its actors use every location as is,
without any additional decor or lighting - so that
reality and fiction intertwine, and the performance is
directly influenced by both the site and the presence
of the audience. At the same time, the spectators’
perception of the site itself changes in the course of the
performance. Moreover, the fact that performances
take place at unusual public venues makes theater
more accessible to the public, especially to young
people who don'’t tend to attend the 'regular’ theater
very often.



ECHODRAMA CULTURAL GROUP, GREECE
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ECHODRAMA Cultural Group is a nonprofit dance
and dance theater ensemble founded in 2006 and
based in Athens, Greece. ECHODRAMA utilizes the
performing arts to attain a range of objectives:

« Promoting the cultural integration of young
students in multicultural schools - some of them
immigrants who do not speak the Greek language,
via performances inspired by the cultural heritage of
Greece, such as dance-based dramatizations of Greek
history, literature and philosophy;

« Providing teachers of the performing arts with cultural
education on issues of refugee integration, especially
the need for familiarizing immigrants with the culture
of the host country;

« Promoting Greek culture both nationally and
internationally through productions of contemporary

dance and dance theater combined with other forms
of performing arts such as music and digital art;

« Developing the abilities of dance teachers, dancers
and choreographers in the spheres of contemporary
dance and dance theater;

« Organizing seminars and workshops on contemporary
dance and dance theater.

ECHODRAMA Cultural Group collaborates with
renowned dancers, choreographers and dance teachers
from Greece and other countries, on two complementary
levels: creating unique dance theater productions that
convey social messages, and organizing seminars on
social issues for dancers, choreographers and other
dance theater artists, with a focus on cultural education
and integration.



INSTITUTE OF TOLERANCE, POLAND
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The Institute of Tolerance is an NGO founded in
2001 and based in the city of Lodz, Poland, promoting
the values of tolerance and respect for others, as well
as the education of both children and adults towards
tolerant attitudes. To this end, the Institute initiates
educational projects, debates, contests and gatherings
that familiarize participants with various countries,
ethnic groups and religious denominations which have
played an important part in the development of Lodz
and its environs. The Institute of Tolerance is a member
of the Polish Network of the international Anna Lindh
Foundation, which promotes intercultural dialogue in
the face of growing mistrust and polarization amongst
societies.

The Institute has conducted many projects on the lives
and traditions of the Jews and Romani people (often
called inaccurately 'Gypsies’) in Europe, in Poland,
and especially in Lodz. A main emphasis is placed on

the stories of the Lodz Ghetto and its Romani Camp
during WWIL Projects over the past two decades have
included: Jewish Education Traditions in Europe,
Colors of Deportation, Berliner Juden - Memorial
Book, Children of the Ghetto (concert, play and film),
Post41 - a reconstruction of the lives of Austrian Jews
based on postcards confiscated from the Lodz Ghetto,
and a study on the fate of Austrian Roma deported
to the Romani Camp inside the Lodz Ghetto. Some
projects, like Eternal Echoes - Teach and Learn about
the Holocaust, were based on recorded interviews with
Holocaust survivors.

Other projects of the Institute include: Separating and
Unifying Values (Judaism, Christianity, Islam); Beware
Fanaticism! (Fanaticism Indicator Test); Human Rights
across Europe; LUTA - Learn-Understand-Trust-Act
(Laws regarding refugees in participating countries).



